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AGREEMENT

INTRODUCTION

This Agreement is made and entered into by and between the Cental Sierra Child
Support Agency refened to as the "Agency", and the Services Employees Intemational Union
Local 1021, and Operators Engineers Local 3, hereinafter refened to collectively as the "Union".

This Agreement was reached pursuant to, and in accordance with, the provisions of
California Government Code sections 3 500-3 5 I 0.

Except as otherwise provided herein, this Agreement shall be binding upon the Agency
and the Union, or its successors upon ratification by the Board. All matters within the scope of
representation, as defrned by California Govemment Code section 3504, or its successors, shdl
be subject to renegotiation by the Agency and the Union in accordance with the provisions of
this Agreement, and of California Govemment Code sections 3500-3510, or its successors.

All rights, privileges, powers, and authority stipulated by state and/or federal law shall be
adhered to by the Agency and the Union until such time as those rights, privileges, powers, and
authority are changed by state and/or federal law.

On matters pertaining to the personnel systems detailed in the California Code of
Regulations, Title 2 (Administration), Division 5 (Local Agency Personnel Standards), in
differences between this agreement and the Local Agency Personnel Standards, the latter
standards will prevail, having the force of Califomia State law.

Effective with this agreement, all categories shall be expanded to include Tuolumne
county staff. Past practices of the pre-existing Agency shall remain in effect.
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SECTION 1

LABOR.MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

l.l. In order to encourage open communication, promote harmonious relations, and resolve
matters of mutual concem, the parties agree to maintain a Labor-Management Committee subject
to the following:

A. The Committee will meet monthly, or as mutually agreed by the parties.

The role of the Committee will be advisory in nature. The Committee will have
no authority to delete from, add to, or modifr this employee bargaining
agreement. Committee meetings will not sewe as a substitute for, nor will they
satis$, the parties' mutual obligation to meet and confer in good faith regarding
matters within the scope of bargaining.

The Committee will be composed of nvo (2) Agency management representatives
and four (4) representatives appointed by the Union. At least one of the Union
representatives will be a Union ofTicial. Observers and guests may be invited by
either party when their presence will be helpñrl in the resolution of specific issues.
Meetings will be held on non-paid time, generally planned for lunchtime.

B.

c
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SECTION 2
UNION RIGHTS

Nceotiat¡ng Reoresent¡tives

2.1. The Agency shall allow a reasonable number of representatives designated by the Union,
which shall not exceed three (3), reasonable time offwork with one employee representing SEIU
Local l02l and two (2) representing Operating Engineers Local 3 for at-the-table bargaining for
a total of 36 hours each starting from the beginning of bargaining, except by mutual consent of
the Agency and the Union. Such time offwork shall be for formal negotiations with the Agency
for ptrposes of reaching a successor to this Agreement on wages, hours, and other terms and
conditions of employment. In addition, paid time offwill be granted for adequate tavel time if
one or more of the representatives is an employee who must travel to negotiations from their
respective county.

2.2. The Agency shall allow one (l) Union representative, chosen by the Unions, release time
to attend necessary portions of the public session of scheduled meetings of the Board of
Directors when issues affecting the bargaining unit are on the agenda.

2.3. The Health lnsurance Committee will be paid for time spent working with the Executive
Director and at hiVlrer direction.

Asencv Shon

2.4. For the term of this Agreement, all employees in the bargaining unit represented by the
Union shall be required, as a condition of continued employment, either to join the Union or to
pay the Union a service fee in an amount not to exceed the standard initiation fee, periodic dues,
and general assessments of the Union. This requirement shall not apply to any employee who is a
member of a bonafide religion, body, or sect who has historically held conscientious objections
to joining or frnancially supporting public employee organizations, Such individuals shall not be
required to join or financially support the Union as a condition of employment, but will be
required, in lieu of periodic dues, initiation fees, or agency shop fees, to contribute to a non-
religious, non labor, charitable ñ¡nd which is mutually acceptable to the Union and the
employee, and is exempt from totation under Section 501(cX3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
The Union shall indemnifr and hold the Agency hatmless from any loss, claim, liability or
expense (including without limitation the Agency's attomey's fees and costs) arising from or
related in any manner to the payment of service fees or any other terms of this Agency Shop
provision. It is also agreed that neither any employee nor the Union shall have any claim against
the Agency for any deduction made or not made, unless a written claim of error is submined to
the Agency Auditor within thirty (30) calenda¡ days after the date such deduction was or should
have been made.

3



2.5. Proof of such payments shall be made on a monthly basis to the Agency as a condition of
continued exemption from the requirement of frnancial support to the Agency, and the employer
will upon request of the Union, demonsÈate such continued payment.

2.6. The service fee payment will be used by the Union for purposes of collective bargaining,
conüact administration, and pursuing matters affecting wages, hours, and other terms and
conditions of employment.

2.7. It shall be the Agency's responsibility, once notifred by the Union of the amount of the
service fee as dctermined by the Union, to provide the Union with a list of all persons in the
bargaining unit and their addresses in order that the Union can noti$ such individuals of their
obligations under this Agreement, and ptusuant to Govemment Code Section 3502.5. Thereafter,
service fees from non-members shall be collected by payroll deductions and disuibuted to the
Union on a monthly basis. The Union will be notifred no later than thirty (30) days afrer the
event of any additions or deletions of the names of persons as employees in the bargaining unit
to whom this provision is applicable.

2,8, As cr¡rrently required by Govemment Code Section 3502.5(d), the Union shall keep an
adequate itemized record of its financial transactions and shall make available annually to the
Agency and to all members of the bargaining unit, within sixty (60) days after the end of the
Union's fiscal year, a detailed written financial report thereof in the form of a balance sheet and
an operating statement, certifred as to accuracy by the Union President and Treasuer, or
conesponding principal ofücer, or by a certified public accountant. If the Union is required to
file financial reports under the Labor-Management Disclosure Act of 1959 covering employees
in ttre bargaining unit, or is required to file frnancial reports pursuant to Government Code
Section 3546.5, it may satisfr the financial reporting requirements of this Section by providing
the Agency with a copy of such frnancial reports. In the event that case law, or subsequent
legislation, amends these requirements, this Section shall be deemed amended to conform
thereto.

Addition¡l Riehts

2.9. The Union shall have the following additional rights:

A. Union Access. Access, at times which do not interfere with Agency's
operations, to areas, except legally restricted areas¡, in which Agency employees work.

B. Use of F¡cilities. Use, without chæge, of Agency buildings at reasonable times
for Union matters. With the exception of normal wear and tear, the Union shall be
responsible for any damage to County property caused by such use.

C. Union Bulletin Board¡. Use, without charge, of reasonable space on any Agency
bulletin boa¡ds.

4



D. Union Communicetions. Use, without charge of any Agency interofftce
communications systems for transmission of information conceming Union matters. Such
use shall not extend to the use of the U.S. Mail or the making of long distance telephone
calls at Agency expense.

E. Access to Infomrtiq. Review, at reasonable times, of any public material in
the possession of the Agency.

Union Stew¡rds

2.10. The following shall apply to Union Stewards:

A. Each Union shall have the right to elect up to two (2) stewards (one (l) regular and
one (l) altemate), for each of the major work sites (Jackson and Sonora). Stewards
will be given time off without loss of pay or benefits to attend meetings or hearings
held pursuant to Sections ll and 12 of this Agreement limited by this section. Such
time off will be scheduled with the steward's immediate supervisor and shall not
unduly disrupt the work of any employee. The Union will inform the Director of the
names of the stewards, their area of representation, and any changes in those names
before the steward will be allowed any time off.

B. fui employee may be represented at any meeting held pursuant to said sections by one
steward, one Union representative, or one attorney. The foregoing notwithstanding,
one steward may attend or represent an employee at an evidentiary hearing along with
one or more Union representatives or attorneys.

C. In addition to the foregoing, a newly elected steward may attend three (3) meetings
along with a Union representative or Union Attorney for the purpose of the Union's
providing training to the newly elected steward.

D. Stewards may meet on paid Agency time with employees and/or supervisors with the
goal of preventing grievances from being filed.

5



SECTION 3
MANAGEMENT RIGIITS

3.1. The Agency retains to itself solely, exclusively, ârd without limitation, all rights,
privileges, powen, and authority confened upon the Agency by law. Such rights, privileges,
poweñ¡, and authority shall include, but shall in no way be limited to, the following:

A. The right to manage the Agency generally and to determine all issues of policy.

B. The right to determine the extent, necessity, and organization of all Agency
sewices, operations, and functions.

C. The right to expand, reduce, or discontinue any Agency service, operation, or
fuirction.

D. The right to determine and/or change the nature, manner, and means of all
Agency senices, operations, and fi¡nctions, including, but in no way limited to, the
financing, facilities, locations, equipment, and technology of such services, operations,
and fuirctions.

E. The right to determine and/or change the financing, facilities, locations,
equipment methods, means, technology, organizational stn¡ctures, and numbers and
composition of the Agency's workforce.

F. The right to determine, change, allocate, assign, issue, schedule, and withdraw all
equipment by which Agency services, operations, and functions are to be conducted.

G. The right to allocate, assign, establish, and schedule all work by which Agency
services, operations, and ñ¡nctions are to be conducted.

H. The right to utilize volunteers.

The right of participation in mutualaid agreements and/or pacts.

The right to contract or subcontract any services, operations, or functions.

The right to lay off employees for non-disciplinary reasons.

The right to discipline employees forjust and sufficient cause.

M. The right to recruit, examine, hire, classiff, reclassiff, promote, train, Eansfer,
assign, appraise, and rctain employees.

I.

J.

K.

L.
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N. The right to determine and\or change class specifications and to classiS or
reclassify employees in accordance with class specifications. This includes the right to
hire any new employee at any step in any applicable classification.

O. The right to determine, and/or change, productivþ, performance, programs, and
standards, including, but in no way limited to, the quallty and quantity of work to be
performed by employees.

P. The right to maintain order and efficiency at all Agency facilities and operations.

a. The right to determine, change, promulgate, and enforce rules and regulations to
promote the safety and health of employees and/or the public.

R. The right to determine, and/or change, policies, practices, procedures, âûd
standards for the hiring, promotion, and/or taining of employees.

S. The right to resüict the activities of employee organizations on Agency property
and/or Agency time.

T. The right to take all laufi¡l steps to carry out or protect any Agency service,
operatior¡ function, equipment facility, or employee or member of the public during any
work stoppage, stike, work slowdown, or other job action against the Agency by its
employees, or during any bona fide emergency.

U. The right to adopt, eliminate, or revise all Agency policies, practices, procedures,
resolutions, or ordinances.

V. The term "Exequtive Director" includes any Agency employee designated by the
Board of Directors to act in the place ofthe Executive Director.

7



SECTION 4
FURLOUGHS

4,1, The furlough process is a mechanism which may help preserve jobs in the Agency during
time of fiscal ha¡dship. A frrlough is identifìed as unpaid time off as approved by the Board of
Directors when such time off ís required. Implementation of fi.uloughs mandatory or voluntary
shall be subject to meet and confer as required by law. An employee may not substitute vacation,
sick leave, or compensatory time offfor furloughed time. Employees shall be finloughed in the
following manner:

Voluntaru Furlouehs

4.2, The voluntary furlough program may be utilized before the mandatory program is
implemented. The Executive Director has the final authority to approve or disprove each request
for voluntary furlough. If the request is approved, the following provisions will apply:

A. The Agency shall continue benefits and pay its share of health premiums for
furloughed employees.

B. Sick leave and vacation hours shall continue to accrue at the employee's regular
accrual rate during furlough periods.

C. A fiulough day that occr¡nr in conjunction with an Agency holiday will not affect
the employee's right to be paid for that holiday.

D. Furlough days will not alter an employee's date of hire, length of sewice, or
seniority.

Mand¡ton Furlouehs

4.3. Mandatory furloughs will be implemented in the following manner:

A. No more than five (5) ñ¡rlough days will be implemented in any given fïscal year.

B. The Executive Director must notify employees in uniting no less than 60 calendar
days prior to the implementation of any furlough day.

C. The Agency shall continue regularly scheduled benefits and pay its share of health
insuance premiums for firloughed employees.

D. Sick leave and vacation hours shall continue to accrue at the employee's regular
accrual rate during furlough periods.

8



E. Furlough provisions do not apply to those employees on worker's compensation
leave duc to indusrial illness or injury.

F. A furlough day that occurs in conjunction with a recognized Agency holiday will
not affect the employee being paid for that holiday.

G. Furlough days will not alter an employee's date of hire, length of sewice, or
seniority.

9



SECTION 5
PERSONNEL FILES

5.1. fuiy employee shall have the right, upon request, to inspect and copy all material in
his/her personnel file, with the exception of material which the Agency is permitted, or required
by law, to withhold from the employee. Such request, inspection, and copying shall be made at a
time when the employee is not required to be on duty. Any employee shall have the right to
attach to any material in hiVher personnel frle, his/her comments thereon. Such attachment shall
be made at a time when the employee is not required to be on duty. At the time of such
attachment to hÍs/her personnel file, the cmployee and the person causing the entry into thc
employee's personnel file, of the material to which such attachment is made, shall affix to such
attachment their signatures and the date of attachment. If the person causing the entry of the
material to which such attachment is made is not available at the time such attachment is made,
the Executive Director shall sign and date such attachment in his/her/their stead.

5.2. Notes, correspondence, logs or other material documenting or relating to events regarding
an cmployee kept by a supervisor which is not part of an employee appraisal or disciplinary
action will be discarded afrer two (2) years from the event noted in the notes, correspondenoe, or
logs.
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SECTION 6
RECLASSIFICATIONS

6.1. Reclassifications arc determined solely by the Califomia Code of Regulations at Title 2
(Administation), Division 5 (Local Agency Personnel Standards), Chapter 2 (Merit System
Regulations, Article 2 (Classification), gl?412-17420, and related sections, including but not
exclusive to l7l2l.

6,2. The Agency may request a classification review by Merit System Services for any of the
following:

A. In order to determine if the duties of a particular position have changed
substantially;

B. If the Agency reorganization has affected staffrng levels, duties, or positions held
by employees; and/or

C. If the duties of a specific position may apply to a different classification.

D. Merit System Seruices may also initiate a classification review for one class or
classes as part of a larger review of all positions in multiple agencies under a specific MSS
classification study of all incumbents in a classification.

6.3. An employee occupying a position that is reclassified to a class with the same range as
the previous position shall be placed at the same step and salary. fui employee reclassified to a
class with a higher range shall be placed at the step that is the same as or as close to but not
lower than their previous salary. An employee reclassified to a class with a lower range shall be
placed at the step which is the same as or closest to but no lower than their previous salary or, if
the highest stç in the new range is lower than the previous salary the employee shall be "y-
rated". The y-rate will freeze that salary of the employee at the present level until the salary for
the lower class is greater than the y-rate.

6.4. An employee that is reclassified has the right to appeal said reclassification, in writing, to
be submitted to the Executive Director within 30 days of knowledge of reclassification. In turn,
the Executive Director, will forward said appeal to MSS within 15 business days. If the MSS
respoil¡e is not satisfactory to the employee, State Pe¡sonnel Board (SPB) appeal rights related to
reclassifications are covered under LAPS Sections 17550 and 17552-17567, and related sections.

6.5. fui employee or employee group may request a reclassification, in writing, to the
Executive Director. The Agency must respond to the request within 30 days of the written
request.

6.6. Effective July l, 2015 the parties agree that the Accounting Technician position wilt be
removed from the General Unit and will be placed in the Management Confidential and
Professional unit.
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SECTION 7
SAFETY CONDITIONS

7,1. The Agency agrees that there is a need for safe working conditions. The Agency agrees
to adopt a safety program for employees. The Agency agrees further to carry out job safety
prognms, practices, and procedures as may be promulgated by the Agency, or required by state
law, rule, regulation, or order. With the exception of items of personal clothing, the Agency
agrees to provide such health and safety equipment as may be required by the Agency, or by
federal, and/or state law, rule, regulation, or order. Employees shall use the safety and health
equipment provided by the Agency. Alternate safety and health equipment fumished by
employees must meet State Division of Occupational Safety and Health (OSHA), or American
National Sandards Institute (ANSI) safety requirements, and approved in advance of its use by
the Executive Di¡ector for an employee requesting the use of alternate equipment. The employee
shall be responsible for returning Agency safety and health equipment upon termination, or upon
the request of any of the employee's supervisors.

7.2. If an employee is injured on the job, he/she should report the injury immediately to
his/her supervisor. Ir¡iured employees have the right to see a physician of their choice for
diagnosis and Eeaünent. As soon as practicable, an employee shall notiff his/her immediate
supervisor, and/or the Safety Officer, about any unsafe equipment or unsafe working condition.
The immediate supervisor shall investigate, or cause to be investigated, reports of unsafe
equipment, or unsafe working conditions, and shall advise the affected employees of any
corective actions to be taken. If the employee still believes that the situation is unsafe, the
matter shall be refened to the Executive Director as soon as possible by the supervisor and/or
Safety Officer. The employee will not be required to work with the alleged unsafe equipment or
unsafe working condition ru¡til a decision has been rendered by the immediate supervisor and the
Executive Director.

7,3. No employee shall be disciplined for having refilsed to work with equipment, or under
conditions that they believe are unsafe, provided they do not continue to refuse to perform the
work once an authorized representative of the State Division of Occupational Safety and Health
(OSHA), or the Executive Director has determined the situation to be safe. An employee who
unreasonably refirses to perform work is subject to discipline.

7.4. As a condition of continued employment, employees shall be responsíble for adhering to
Agency and state job safety requirements. Accordingly, knowing failure by an employee to
perform wo¡k in accordance with Agency or state job safety requirements shall constitute just
cause for disciplinary action against the employee by the Agency.
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SECTION 8
PERSONAL PROPERTY

8.1. Personal belongings that an employee is required to bring into the worþlace for the
performance of the duties of the job are covered by Agency insuance. A written authorization
form must be signed and dated by all parties and include a complete inventory of said personal
belongings.
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SECTION 9
PROBATIONARY PERIOI)

9.1. Probationary periods are determined solely by the California Code of Regulations at Title
2 (Administration), Division 5 (Local Agency Personnel Standards), Article 6 (Appointnents,
Transfers, and Nonpunitive Separations and Demotions), $17490-17493, and related sections,
including but not exclusive to 17500 and 17528.

9.2. All new employees shall be required to serve a probationary period of truelve (12) months
from the date of his/her employment. Upon successñ¡l completion of his/lrer probationary
period, such employee shall be granted permanent status using the procedues set forth herein.

9.3. Promoted employees shall serve the same twelve (12) month probationary period.
Further, employees who are promoted from a I to a II in any flex classification shall also be
required to serve a twelve (12) month probationary period for the promotion.

9.4. Permanent employees shall be appraised at least once per year within a month of the
anniversary of their date of hire or promotion, and thereafter whenever the Agency perceives the
need for such appraisal. The Agency shall be responsible for ensr¡ring that an appraisal and
report of appoinünent, or report of termination, or other appropriate document, is completed.

9.5. A period of disciplinary suspension during the probationary period shall not be sounted
in calculating the probationary period.

9.6. During the probationary period, each employee shall receive between two (2) and four (4)
formal performance appraisals as a means of determining such job characteristics as adjusünent
to employment conditions, integration in the wor{<force, job leaming progress, attendance, and
any other featue of the individual's job that is significant to the employee's retention, decision-
making, and the prospects ofjob success. During this probationary period of employment, each
employee should receive close supervision, instruction, and review of work, training, and any
other guidance that is supportive of the employee's opportunity for success on the job.

9.7. A new probationary employee may be terminated for any laurñ¡l reason at any time
ùring the probationary period. A "lawfr¡l reason" includes the employee's failure to perform
satisfactorily his or her duties during the probationary period. A new probationary employee
who is terminated shall be given written notice of said action.

9.8. A promoted or demoted probationary employee may be retumed to his/her previous
position for any lau¡ñ¡l reason at any time during the probationary period. A ulauÁ¡l reason"
includes the employce's failure to perform satisfactorily his or her duties during the probationary
period. A promoted or demoted probationary employee may not be terminated from
employment for failing to satisfactorily complete his/her probationary period, but may be
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terminated for just and suffrcient cause as set forth herein. A promoted or demoted probationary
employee who is returned to his/lrer previous position shall be given written notice of said action.

9.9. A promoted or demoted probationary employee who is returned to his/her previous
position shall have no right to appeal or to grieve the return with the following exceptions:

A. A promoæd or demoted probationary employee who has cause to believe that
his/her ren¡m was based on unlaurfr¡l discrimination shall have the same appeal rights
accorded to permanent employees.

B. The only exception to the provisions outlined in this section is if a position
previously occupied by the promoted or demoted employee has been eliminated from the
budget, then the promoted or demoted employee will either be subject to a probationary
releæe from employment, at which time the subject employee may exercise his/her
bumping rights, subject to layoffprovisions.

9.10. Hiring of exüa-help employees is subject to the rules and regulations as outlined in
California Adminisnative Code, Title 2 (Administation), Division 5 (Local Agency Personnel
Standards), Section 17488 and related sections. Employees shall not attain permanent status for
extra-help service, nor shall any period of extra-help sewice be considered part of the
probationary period required of any employee.

9.1l. A probationary employee whose status is changed from probationary to permanent afrer
the conclusion of the probationary period, shall be entitled to the appropriate step advancement
retoactive to the conclusion of the probationary period.

9.12. The Agency shall provide orientation to new employees after they begin work.
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SECTION IO
PERFORMANCE APPRAISALS

10.1. Performance appraisals are determined solely by the Califomia Code of Regulations at
Title 2 (Administration), Division 5 (Local Agency Perconnel Standards), Subarticle 2
(Performance Appraisal), $17495, 17142, and related sections.

10.2. Permanent employees shall be appraised at least once per year within a month of the
anniversary of their date of hire or promotion, and thereafter whenever the Agency perceives the
need for such appraisal. The Agency shall be responsible for ensuring that an appraisal and
report of appointment, or report of termination, or other appropriate document, is completed.

10.3. The preparation and use of performance appraisals is intended for the mutual benefit of
the Agency and its employees. Performance appraisals should be used:

To identify the appraiser's expectations for the employee's job performance;

To acknowledge above-standard performance;

C. To prescribe the means and method of converting deficiencies to a required level
of performance; and

D. To encourage two-way communication between employees and their appraiser(s)
as to how to improve the work environment to increase morale and effrciency.

10.4. Employees shall be appraised by a Supervisor who has personal knowledge of the job
performance of the employee. The appraising Supervisor shall be referred to herein as the
"appraiser". Each employee shall be assigned an appraiser for the purposes of education,
supervision, and appraisal.

10.5. Appraisals are íntended to be participatory in nature involving the employee's input as
much as possible. Both the employee and the appraiser shall meet to discuss and share their
opinions. The appraiser shall then complete the Agency appraisal form to be placed in the
employee's personnel frle. All appraisers shall use the official form provided by the Agency.

10.6. Any appraisal, when completed, shall be reviewed with the employee by the appraiser
during the employee's working hours, without loss of pay or benefits to the employee. No
appraisal shall be placed in any employee's personnel file, or other Agency record, until the
appraisal has been reviewed \Àrith the appraised employee. Both the appraiser and the appraised
employee shall afñx to the appraisal their signatures and the date of review. The employee's
signature shall not indicate that he/she agrees with the contents, conclusions, or
recommendations of the appraisal, but only that the employee has read the appraisal and has had
an opportr.rnity to discuss it with the appraiser. The appraiser shall not add material to the

l6
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appraisal after the employee and the appraiser have signed the appraisal form.

10.7. fuiy employee who wishes to respond to hiVher appraisal may, during the employee's

working hours, make such a written response within thirty (30) calendar days after receiving said

appraisal. The response shall be appended to the appraisal and included in the employee's
personnel file. Appraisals shall not be subject to the appeal or grievance procedures except as

applicable u¡der LAPS Section 17550, and related sections.
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SECTION TI
SENIORITY/LAYOFFS/RECALL

ll.l. Seniority, layoffs, and recalls to work a¡e determined by the Califomia Code of
Regulations at Title 2 (Adminisuation), Division 5 (Local Agency Pe¡sonnel Standards), Article
6 (Appoinünents, Transfers and Nonpunitive Separations and Demotions), Subarticle 4
(Reduction in Force), $17502-17521, and Subarticle 5 (Demotion, Reinstatement and Leaves),

5t7525-17538 and relaæd sections.
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SECTION 12
DISCPLINARY ACTIONS

12.1. Disciplinary actions are determined by the California Code of Regulations and subject to
the rules and regulations as outlined in California Administative Code, Title 2 (Administration),
Division 5 (Local Agency Personnel Standards), Article 7 (Disciplinary Action), 917542-17548,
and related sections. Pertinent sections include the following, the contents of which a¡e set forth
as Appendix C.

A.
probation.

LAPS 17542: Disciplinary Action defrned and exclusive of rejection during

B. LAPS 17544t Cause for Disciplinary Action

LAPS 17546: Notice of Disciplinary Action

LAPS 17548: Disciplinary Action Becomes Final

12.2. The Agency shall use progressive discipline including minor discipline when the Agency
believes that progressive discipline shall serve the dual purposes of providing both a conective
waming and a penalty to an employee whom the Agency intends to retain as an employee after
the discipline. The Agency may initiate discipline at any level, depending on the employee's
conduct. Progressive discipline shall not be required when the Agency believes dismissal to be
the appropriate discipline because of the employee's conduct.

12.3. For the purposes of this agreement minor discipline includes Oral warnings, Memo of
Conection, and Letter of Reprimand. Oral \ilarnings and Memo's of Correction remain in the
Supervisors appraisal file and shall automatically be expunged after one year. A Letter of
Reprimand will be placed in the Employees permanent file. Letter of Reprimands a¡e not subject
to the appeal process, however an employee may write a written rebuttal to the reprimand which
shall be afüxed to the reprimand and placed in the permüent file within thirty (30) days of
receipt of the reprimand. fui employee may request to the Director that a Letter of Reprimand be
expunged from their permanent frle añer two (2) years. The Director will take due consideration
of the request however afrer ttuee (3) yean upon request by the employee the Letter of
Reprimand shall be expunged from their file.

Admlnlstrative Leave

12.4. In the event that any initiator decides to conduct an investigation into the activities of an
employee which may lead to disciplinary or criminal action against the employee, or an
employee has been given notice of proposed discipline which has not yet become effective, the
initiator may, by written notice, place said employee on administrative leave.

c.

D.
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12.5. The notice shall state the reasons for placing the employee on administrative leave.

12,6. During the period of administrative leave, the employee shall be entitled to all pay and

beneñts normally accruing to said employee but said employee shall remain away from his/her

worþlace and shall not carry out any duties related to hiVtrer job.

12,7, The employee may discuss his/trer placement on adminisEative leave with the initiator at

a Step I meeting, but there shall be no right of appeal from placement on administative leave;

provided, however that this subsection shall not prevent an employee from appealing any

disciplinary action takcn which is the cause for the initiator's placing the employee on

adminisüative leave.

12.8. If no disciplinary action, or other charge, follows the placement on administrative leave,

atl notices and other references to the employee's placement on adminisfrative leave shall be

expunged from the employee's personnel file.
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SECTION 13

GRIEVANCES

13.1. Grievances are determined solely by the California Code of Regulations at Title 2

(Administration), Division 5 (Local Agency Personnel Standards), Article I (Appeals,

Grievances and Complaints), $17550-17551 and $17570-17576, and related sections. The

Agency hereby specifies in grievance process consistent $,ith LAPS Section 17570 in lieu of the

Interagency Merit System grievance procedure described in LAPS Sections 17571-17572.

13.2. Grievances may only concern the Agency's misapplication, misinterpretation, or
violation of a law or this agreement. Regular employees are strongly encouraged by both parties

to this Ageement to meet with their immediate superuisor to discuss the issue that they are

concerned about prior to filing a formal grievance. Exta-help employees are not entitled to file
a grievance. Any grievance frled shall include the following information:

The state, federal, or local law, or the specific provision of this Agreement alleged
to have been misapplie{ misinterpreted, or violated.

The facts pertinent to the gievance, including the names, dates, places, and
incidents necessary for an understanding ofthe grievance.

The alleged adverse effect upon the grievant resulting from said alleged
misapplication, misinterpretation, or violation.

The remedy for such alleged adverse effect sought by the grievant.

13.3. Faihue by the Agency to adhe¡e to decision deadlines of this procedure shall
automatically establish the right of a grievant to appeal to the next Step. Failu¡c by a grievant to
adhere to a submission deadline at any step of this procedure shall mean the grievance is
terminated and that the grievant waives any right to further appeal of the grievance; however,
nothing in this process shall be construed to prevent the parties from extending either a decision
deadline, or a submission deadline, by written mutual agreement. A grievant may terminate a
grievance at any time by giving written notice to the other party of such termination.

13.4. The Agency shall allow an employee reasonable time off work, without loss of pay or
benefits, in order to process a grievance during normal working hotus. "Processing" as used
herein does not include investigation or preparation of the written grievance. In the case of
multiple grievances on the same issue, the Agency may elect to resolve the issue by having one
(l)joint hearing on all the grievances.

A.

B.

c.

D.
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Grievance Anneal Procedure

13.5. Within fifteen (15) calendar days of when the grievant could reasonably have known of
the event or condition which forms the basis of the gfievance, the grievance shall be presented, in
writing, to the Agency ofñcial who has supervisory authority over the grievant, or in the case of
the Agency's being the grievant, to the affected employee.

13.6. Within five (5) calendar days of receipt of the grievance, the parties shall meet and
attempt to resolve the grievance.

13.7, Within five (5) calenda¡ days of such a meeting, when the grievant is an employee, the
Agency supervisory or management official shall serue written notice of the decision to the
grievant

13.8. If a grievance is not resolved to the satisfaction of the grievant at Step l, the grievant may
appeal the grievance in writing to the Executive Offrcer within five (5) calendar days of receipt
of the written decision at Step I or witbin five (5) calendar days after the decision deadline at
Step I has elapsed.

13.9. Any appeal ftom a Step I decision on a grievance shall be in writing. The Executive
Director shall meet with the employee in an attempt to resolve the grievance within five (5)
calendar days of the appeal of the Step I decision. The Executive Director shall render a written
decision on the matter within five (5) calendar days of the meeting.

13.10. The grievant may appeal the decision at Step 2 to the American A¡bitration Association
in the same manner as a disciplinary appeal.

l3.l l. The parties will divide the costs of the arbitration regardless of its outcome.
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SECTION 14¡ LEAVE PROVISIONS

HOLIDAY LEAVE

14.1. Regular ñ¡ll-time employees shall be granted paid holiday leave for the following
holidays:

January I
..Third Monday-January
Thi¡d Monday-February

New Year's Day...........
Martin Luther King's Birthday
President's Day
Cesa¡ Chavez Day ...........

: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :; - - ü;"Yiy:lfliMemorial Day......
Independence Day
Labor Day........... ...........First Monday- September
Columbus Day........... ..Second Monday in October
Veterans'Day........... ......November ll
Thanksgiving.............. .................Fourth Thursday-November
Day afrer Thanksgiving.............. ...............Friday following Thanksgiving
Ch¡istmas Eve............ ..... December 24
Ch¡ist¡¡as Day........... ..... December 25
New Year's Eve............ .. December 3l

14,2. Any days declared by the President, and/or by the Govemor of Californiq and which also
may have been approved by resolution of the Board of Directors, as a public day of fast, public
day of mourning, public day of Thanksgiving, or public holiday for Agency employees, shall
entitle a regular employee to paid holiday leave for such days.

14.3. \ilhen a holiday falls on a Saturday, the preceding workday which is not a holiday shall
be deemed the holiday. When a holiday falls on a Sunday, the succeeding workday which is not
a holiday shall be deemed the holiday. Employees who are required by the Executive Director to
work on a holiday which falls on a Satwday or Sunday shall have that workday üeated as a
holiday and not the preceding workday if the holiday is on a Sahrday or the succeeding workday
if the holiday falls on a Sunday. If an employee works on a Sunday which is a holiday and also
works on the following Monday, only the ach¡âl holiday would be treated as a paid holiday.

14.4 When a holiday falls on a Friday or a Monday, and employees want to add a vacation day
to extend the weekend to for¡r days, and a supervisor believes that proper staffrng requires one or
more employees who have asked for the vacation day to work on the fourth day, the employee(s)
with the most seniority will be granted the vacation day. The employee(s) who are granted the
vacation day due to seniority will not be allowed another such vacation day based on seniority
turtil all employees who have less seniority have received the vacation day. As with the taking of
all vacation leave, the Agency has the right to deny requests for vacation leave on the fowth day
if the Agency believes that it will leave an offrce short of staff.
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14.5. Regular part-time employees shall earn paid holiday leave at a rate of eight (8) hours
leave for every one hundred eighty-nine and eighty-wo hundred (189.82) hotus of service. If a

part-time employee has accrued holiday leave on the books, said leave shall be paid to that
employee during the payroll period of the holiday(s). Holiday leave shall not be earned by, or
granted to, employees for extra-help or for standby or overtime service.

14.6. fui eligible employee shall be in paid status on hiVher regular working day immediately
preceding or succeeding a holiday in order to be paid for the holiday.

14.7. A regular employee who is required, or permitted, to work on a holiday shall be

compensated at a rate equal to the holiday plus time and one-half the employee's straight time
rate of pay for all such hours worked; provided, however, that a regular employee who is
required, or permitted, to work on a holiday may elect, in lieu of such compensation, to be
granted compensatory paid holiday leave at a rate equal to one and one-half (l-ll2) times the
employee's sfraight time rate of pay for all such hours worked and to receive for the holiday on
which he/she is required, or permitted, to work the snaight time rate of pay for her/her most
regularly assigned class. Regular part-time employees required to work on a holiday shall receive
time and one-half the employee's shaight time rate of pay, plus, if requested by the employee,
available holiday time to a mo<imum of eight (8) hotus.

14.8. Any employee receiving State Disability Insurance (SDD benefits, or on an unpaid leave
of absence, shall not be entitled to accrue holiday leave, unless said leave is being supplemented
by vacation and/or sick leave. Once these leaves are exhausted, holiday leave will not be
accrued.

VACATION LEAVE

14.9. Accru¡l ¡nd use of vac¡tion leave

a. Regular full-time and regular part-time employees shall eam and accrue paid vacation
leave in accordance with the following provisions:

Annu¡l V¡c¡tion
Accm¡l R¡te Yeans of Sen'ice

88 Hours
128 Hours
168 Hotus

0-2
3-9
l0 and above

b. Vacation leave shall be granted and shall be utilized no later than two (2) calendar years
following the calendar year in which the employee eamed and accrued such leave. An
employee may accrue three (3) times their cunent annual vacation accrual rate. An
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employee cannot accrue more than three (3) times their current annual vacation accrual rate,

unless the Agency is unable to allow the employee time off to use vacation time. The

Executive Director, or his/her designee, shall make every effort to allow employees to take
vacation leave during the year in which it is accrued.

c. Vacation accrues during the first year of service, and can be taken after six (6) months of
service, but only for the amount of time that has been accrued.

d. The Agency may, at its discretion, deny to any employee vacation leave during any work
stoppage, süike, work slowdown, or other job action against the Agency by its employees, or
duing any bona fide emergency for which the Agency deems it necessary to have its
employees work.

e. An employee's pay for any day of vacation leave shall equal the pay which the employee
would havc received had he/she worked hiVher regular hours in his/her most regularly
assigned class, but not in any temporarily assigned higher class, during the day of vacation
leave.

f. fur employee on an unpaid leave of absence shall not be entitled to accrue vacation.
Probationary employees who suffer a work-related injury shall be allowed to use accrued sick
leave and vacation leave, in that order, to compensate said employee for any loss of earnings
when the cause is work-related and a worker's compensation claim has been filed and
accepted by the Agency.

14.10. V¡c¡tlon Pay-Offs

Employees may elect to receive pay in lieu of vacation for up to 40 hours of vacation leave,
provided, however, that the following criteria have been met:

a. There shall be no more than one (l) vacation pay offeach fiscal year (July I through June
30);

b. For a pay offto be granted an employee must have taken at least ten (10) vacation days in
the previous frscal year.

c. All requests must be approved by the Executive Director in advance of any vacation
payoff.

SICK LEAVE

l4.l I . Accrual of Sick Leave. All regular full time employees shall accrue sick leave at the rate
of eíght (8) hours for each month of completed service. All regular fi¡ll-time and part-time
employees scheduled to work less than a full month shall accrue sick leave on a prorated basis.
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14,12. U¡e of Sick Le¡ve. Employees are entitled to use sick leave pay for those days/hours

which the employee would normally have worked to a mo<imum of the hours accrued unless

otherwise specified herein, for the purposes set forth below. Sick leave shall be taken in
increments of .25 hotus. These purposes are intended to meet the statutory requirements for
providing so-called "Kin-Ca¡e" leave for pe$ons set forth in section c., below.

a. For preventive medical, dental, optical care, illness or injury to the employee or the
pen¡ons set forth below; for BEREAVEMENT LEAVE as set forth hereinafter; or for
catastrophic destrt¡ction of property of the employee.

b. "Illness or injury" is defïned as follows:

(l) Medically defined illness or injury;
(2) Pregnancy, childbirth, and complications ensuing there from (collectively

"pregnancy");
(3) Time in ahospital, clinic, or physician's office caused by the illness or injury to

the employee, or the persons listed beloq or the employee's pregnancy; or
(4) Any qualifing injury or illness as govemed by the Family Medical Leave Act

(FMLA) as discussed herein.

c. Persons for whose care the employee may use sick leave include the relationships set forth
below:

(l) ADULT OR MINOR CHILD, defrned as biological or adopted child, foster child,
Step child, legal ward, grandchild;

(2) PARENT/OTHER RELATM, defrned as biological or adoptive parent or
Grand parent, foster parent, stepparent, sibling, adult legal ward, uncle, aunt, nephew,

niece or relative- inJaw (mother-, father-, brother-, sister-, son- or daughter-in law);
(3) SPOUSE/PARTNER, defined as spouse or registered domestic partner.

d. Catasbophic destruction of oroperly of the employee. The verification and approval of leave
for the catasbophic destuction of property of the employee must be obained prior to the
employee's taking leave for this purpose, except in cæes of bona fide emergency, üpon which the
Agency shall require verification and justification of the use of leave following an employee's tue
thereof.

14.13. Insufücient ¡ccrued sick leave and leave without pay. If an employee does not have
sufficient accrued sick leave drning any illness or injury, said employee is hereby required to
utilize hiVher available compensatory time earned (CTE) in fractional amounts until his/her
available CTE is exhausted, whereupon the employee shall utilize hisfier available vacation
leave in fractional arnounts until his/her available vacation time is exhausted. In any case, leave
without pay (LWOP) cannot be utilized unless all other leave accruals have been exhausted, or
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unless othenuise allowed herein. LWOP must be approved in advance by the employee's
supervisor.
14.14. Reporting procedures for sick le¡ve

a. When the employee, in advance, knows about the requirement for sick leave, the
employee shall request authorization for such sick leave from the appropriate supervisor prior to
such absence. This would include, but not be limited to, scheduled medical, dental or vision
appointnents.

b. If an employee is not able to report due to illness or injury, the employee shall report as

soon as possible to the appropriate supervisor, but in no case more than thirly 30 minutes after
the start of the workday, except for extenuating circumstances prohibiting giving notice.

14,15 Verific¡tion procedures. Before being paid for the use of accrued sick leave, the
employee shall submit a signed request for leave form to the appropriate supervisor. This form
will include the dates and hous of absence, the exact rear¡on, and such other information as is
necessary for the request to be processed. If an employee does not return to work prior to the
preparation of the payroll, the form will be completed and the sick leave would be paid in the
next pay period. These hours will not be used to calculate overtime.

14.16 l)octor's Certific¡te or other proof

a. If an employee's illness results in an absence from work for more than three (3)
consecutive work days, a certificate from the medical provider or other reasonable proof of
illness may be required. The Executive Director may make such sick leave usage reviews and

may require such additional documentation, including a statement from the medical provider, as

he or she deems necessary before approving the sick leave benefit.

b. Faihue to provide such documentation when requested may result in disciplinary
action. If the Agency has a reasonable basis to believe that an employee is abusing the sick leave

benefit, the employee's supervisor will frrst meet with the employee to:

(t) Explain the reasonable basis for the possible abuse; and

(2) Discuss the reasons for the employee's absence.

c. The employee has the right to Union representation at such meetings. After such a
meeting and depending on the factual circumstances the Agency may:

(l) Begin the disciplinary process at the written reminder level;

(2) Issue the employee a written reprimand for abuse of sick leave; or
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(3) Suspension from employment, if a prior written reprimand for abuse of sick
leave has been given.

d. Injured or ill while on vacation. An employee who is injured or who becomes ill while
on vacation may be paid sick leave in lieu of vacation, provided that the employee provides
documentation showing that the employee was hospitalized during the period for which sick
leave is claimed.

14,17 Unused sick le¡ve. Unused sick leave shall accrue from year to year. fui employee may
elect to apply accumulated sick leave as set forth in Section 15: LEAVE BALANCE
CONVERSION OPTION.

LEA\¡E F'OR ON-THE-JOB INJURY

14.18. Reporting the injury. If an employee is injured on the job, (s) he should report the
injury immediately to his/her supervisor. Injured employees have the right to see a physician of
their choice for diagnosis and treatment.

14.19. Coordin¡tion of le¡ve beneflts with St¡te Dis¡biltty Insur¡nce (SDI), Workersr
Compensation temporary disability indemnity or X'emily Medic¡l Leave Act
GMLAyC¡lifomi¡ Famlly Rights Act (CF'RA).

a. Upon completion of ury waiting period during which no benefits are payable from
State Disability Insurance (SDI), or paid family leave under the FMLA or CFRA, or from
workers' compensation temporary disability indemnity, an employee shall have the option of
receiving for the period of absence, due to injury or illness, following any such required waiting
period, that fraction of hiVher unused síck leave, and unused compensatory time earned (CTE),
and unused vacation leave necessary to make up any difference in wages between the State

Disability Insurance (SDI) or FMLA/CFRA leave benefits, or from workers' compensation
temporary disability indemnity or temporary disability indemnity, and the pay the employee
would have received had (s)he worked his/trer regular hours and regular days in his/her most
regularly assigned class, but not in any temporarily assigned higher class, during the period of
illness or injury following any such required waiting period.

b. An employee who elects to be paid in accordance with this formula may utilize hiVtrcr
available sick leave in fractional amounts until his/her available sick leave is exhausted,
whereupon the employee may utilize his/her available compensatory CTE in fractional amourts
until hiVtrer available CTE is exhausted, whereupon the employee may utilize hilher available
vacation leave in ftactional arnounts until his/her available vacation time is exhausted. Only if
an employee elects not to utilize any of hiVher available leave, will leave without pay (LWOP)
be allowed.
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c. Option to retain sick and vacation leave. An employee shall have the option of
reAining up to 100 hours of unused sick leave accrual and 40 hours of unused vacation leave

accrual.

d. Employees must declare, in writing, prior to taking leave, whether or not any accrued

leave will be used to coordinate with any income received from other outside sor¡rces. If the

employee fails to make a written declaration in this regard, the Agency will coordinate the leave
as stated herein.

e. Accrual of leave while on Worker's Compensation. Ernployees on an approved
Worker's Compensation leave are entitled to accrue sick, vacation, and holiday leave.

14.20 Retum to Duty. An employee absent due to an alleged occupational injury or illness shall
provide to the Agency a written release from a licensed health care practitioner for the
employee's retum to duty before being permitted to resume his/her employment duties following
any absence due to occupational injury or illness.

FAIVIILY MEDICAL LEAVE ACT (FMtA end CALIFORNIA FAMLY
RIGHTS ACT (CFRA)

14.21. The Agency shall comply with federal and state laws regarding family mcdical leave
(FMLA and CRFA). FMLA/CFRA shall run concu¡rently with any other authorized leave (f.e.

disabilþ, worker's compensation, etc.), except that an employee's entitlement to pregnancy
disabilþ leave uder Califomia law is in addition to the l2-week family care and medical
entitlement provided by state law and provided for herein.

14.22. The twelve (12) month period shall begin on the date quali$ing leave is taken and may be

used for any of the following purposes:

a. Forthe birth and care of the newborn child of the employee;

b. For placement with the employee of a son or daughter for adoption or foster care;

c. To care for an immediate family member (spouse, child, or parent) wittr a serious health
condition; or

d. To take medical leave when the employee is unable to work because of a seriors health
condition.

14.23. In calculating whether or not an employee qualifies to use FMLA/CFRA, the Agency will
use what is commonly known as the "rolling back" method of calculation. This mearu¡ that when an
employæ r€quests FMLA/CFRA, the Agency will look back at the previous twelve (12) month
period in order to determine if the employee qualifies for the requested leave.
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14.24. Employees are required to use accrued leave while on FMLA/CFRA. An employee shall
utilize hiVtrer available sick leave in fractional amouús wrtil his/her available sick leave is
exharste{ whereupon ttre employee shall utilize his/her available compensatory time eamed (CTE)

in ûactional amounts until hiVtrer available CTE is exhausted, whereupon the employee shall utilize
his/trer available vacation leave in fractional amounts until his/Ïrer available vacation time is
exhauted. Once all leave are exhausted, the employee will be considered to be on leave without
pay (LWOP) status until said employee is authorized to retuÍi to duty.

14.25. Beneñb While on FMLA Le¡ve.

a, The Agency will pay the employee's health insurance prograrn premium, for up to six (6)
months within a twelve (12) monttr pøiod, commencing wittr the start of the FMLA leave. While
on such leave of absence, the employee shall accrue no employee benefits, no seniority, and no time
toward salary step advancement.

b. The six (6) month period is a "rolling forwa¡d" period beginning on the employee's first
day of absence, through twelve (12) months from that daæ. The Agency may recover health
insumnce premiums for the period the employee was on unpaid status if the employees fails to
return to work after FMLA leave, with the exception of those employees or employee's family
members who have a continuation, recurrence, or onset of a serious health condition, or for other
circumstances beyond the employee's conFol as defined in the FMLA.

c. Option to retain sick and vacation leave. An employee shall have the option of
retaining up to 100 hours of unused sick leave accrual and 40 hours of unused vacation leave
accrual.

PREGNANCY DTSABTLTTY LEAVE (PDr)

14.26. A female employee is eligible to receive up to foru (4) months pregnancy disability leave
(PDL). This leave may be concunent with any other available and authorized leave (li.e. FMLA,
CFRA). PDL is available only when the employee is actually disabled as a result of the pregnancy.

This includes but is not limíted to time offneeded for severe moming sickness, doctor-ordered bed
rcst, childbirtlU recovery from childbirth. The employee's health-care provider must provide
documentation for this leave.

a When PDL may be taken. PDL may be taken before or aûer the birth at ariy period of
time the employee is physically unable to work as a result of the pregnancy or pregnancy-related
condition.

b. Rptention of leave and taking leave without oav. Employees shall have the option of
retaining up to 40 hor¡rs of accrued vacation leave and up to 100 hous of accrued sick leave.
However, employees must liquidaæ sick leave, vacation and compensatory time off(CTO) while on
PDL family leave before taking leave without pay (LWOP).
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c. Return to dutv. Upon returning from PDL, the employee will be employed in the same, or
comparable classifi cation.

PARENTAL LEAVE

14,27, \ilhcn leave is grant€d for the birth or adoption of a child, in cases where both parents of the

child a¡e employed by the Agency, both parens will not be granted leave concunently, nor in
amowrts totaling more than four (4) months combined leave in a twenty-four (2a) month period for
both parents.

BEREAVEMENT LEAVE

14.28. Tem and types of leave to be used. A regular employee shall be granted paid leave of
abænce not to exceed fifteen (15) days/ one hundred twen$ (120) horus on account of the death of
the persorn set forth above in section la.l2(c). The Agency may require, üpotr an employee's retum
frrom bercavement leave, appropriate verification of the employee's absence from work on account
ofthe death of said pen¡on. Available sick leave may be used forthese purposes.

a. Use of compensatory time eamed (CTE)

(l) Unless expressly electing otherwise, an employee who exhar¡sts hiVlrcr available
sick leave shall utilize hiVtrer available CTE until all available CTE is exhausæ4
whereupon ttre employee shall utilize hiVher available vacation leave r¡¡rtil his/her available
vacation leave is exhausted.

(2) fur employee may elect not to utilize his/her available CTE and/or available
vacation leave in accordance with the above provision by giving written notice of such
election to the Executive Director prior to exhaustion of the employee's available sick leave.

14,29. lVhen bere¡vement leave is not cherged to paid leave types. Where the deceased person

is one of the following relationships, a maximum of three (3) days/twenty-four (24) hours shall not
be charged against the employee's available sick leave, but instead shall be paid leave: adult or
minor child, whether biological, adoptive, foster or step-child; pa¡ent, whether biological, adoptive,
foster, step-parent or parent-in-law; spouse; and registered domestic partrer. These 3 days shall be
courted as part of the total 15 days of Bereavement leave provided under this section.

JTJRY DUTY LEA\¿E

14.30. Any regular employee absent from work for service as a jtror, or absent from work for
appeararic.e as a witress in response to a suþoena to testify for the Central Sierra Child Support
Agenc¡ shall be granted paid leave of absence for the time necessary in going to, returning from,
and serving or appearing in such capacity. Any fees received by the employee for such service or
appearance shall be remitted to the Agency. The Agency shall require, prior to, and/or following, an
employee's use of such leave, appropriate verifrcation of the employee's need to be absent from
work for service as a juroç or for appearance as a witness, in response to a subpoena to testify for
the Agency.
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LEAVE FOR PROMOTIONAL EXAMINATIONS

14.31. Regular employees shall be grarited paid leave of absence for purposes of taking quali$ing
or promotional examinations for Agency service, or for interviewing for other employment with the

Agørcy. The Agency shall require, prior to, and/or following, an employee's use of such leave,

appropriate verification tl¡at such examination or interview is scheduled at a time when the

employee is required to be working for the Agency.

LEAVE FOR MILITARY SERVICE

14.32.1. Le¡ve ¡nd reinst¡tement rights of employees for military seruice. Employees shall
be granted paid and unpaid leaves of absence, and reinstatement rights following such leaves, in
accordance with the provisions of the Calíþrnìa Mílitary and Veterans Code 38 USC 4301 et
seq, the Untformed Services Employment and Re-employment Ríghts Act (USERR4), and the

Calíþrnía Code of Regulatíons at Tltle 2 (Admínísnafion), Division 5 (Local Agency Personnel
Standards), 517534.

14.32.2. Use of sick le¡ve for he¡lth exeminations required for military ser.vice. An
employee absent for purposes of a health examination required for military service in the United
States shall utilize his/her unused sick leave for such absence. Agency shall require, prior to,
and/or following, an employee's use of such leave, appropriate verification that such health
examination is scheduled at a time when the employee is required to be working for the Agency.

LEAVE UNDER THE FAMILY-SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP ACT

14,33. The Family-School Partrership Act is a Califomia law that allows pa¡ents, grandparents,

and guardians to take time off work to participate in their children's school or child care

activities. An employee may take offup to 40 hours each year (up to eight hours in any calendar
month) from vacation, personal leave, or compensatory time earned to participate in activities at
the child's school or day care facility.

DISCRETIONARY LEAVES OF ABSENCE

14.34. In addition to those leaves of absence noted herein, a leave of absence, with or without
pay, may be granted for any period of time and upon any terms acceptable to it and the
employee, as authorized by the Board of Directors. An employee's pay for any period of absence
under any provisions herein shall equal the pay which the employee would have reccived had
he/she worked hiVher regular horus and regular days in his/her most regularly assigned class, but
not in any temporarily assigned higher class, during the period of absence.
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PROVISIONS AFFECTING LEAVES

14.35. Brcak in sen¡ice. No absence under any paid leave provision shall be considered a break

in senrice for any employee, and all benefits accruing to an employee shall continue to accrue

during such absence. Absence under any unpaid leave provision shall not be considered abreak
in scrvice, but all other benefits accruing to an employee under this Agreement shall cease to
accrue for the duation of any such unpaid leave of absence unless continuation of such benefit
accrual is required in accordance with the provisions of those noted herein.

14.36. Stey of ¡ccru¡l of sick and v¡cation leave. fuiy employee receiving State Disability
Insurance (SDD benefits, or Paid Family Leave benefits, or on an unpaid leave of absence (with
the exception of an approved worker's compensation leave), shall not be entitled to accrue sick
and vacation leave.

14.37, Conditlon¡ under which leave may be denied. The Agency may, at its discretion, deny
to any employee either paid or unpaid leave of absence under any provisions of this Agreement
during any work stoppage, stike, work slowdown, or other job action against the Agency by its
employees, or dtuing any bona fide emergency for which the Agency deems it necessary to have
its employees work. Full-time and part-time employees may use vacation leave, holiday leave,
sick leave, personal leave, and other types ofpaid leave only on days and during the hours on
which they have been scheduled to work.
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SECTION T5
LEAVE BALAIIICE CONVERSION OPTIONS

15.1. Employees who have completed frve (5) years of continuous service with the Agency,
upon separation from the Agency service in good standing, shall be entitled to select one of the
following options:

a. fui employee may elect to apply all accumulated sick leave towards PERS service
credit for retirement purposes;

b. At termination of employment, an employee may be compensated for accrued sick
leave. The rate of compensation shall be the ñ¡ll amount of the employee's current
hourly rate of pay for the first two hundred forty (240) hours and fiffy percent (50%) of
all additional hours of sick leave accrued.

c. fui employee who desires to retain his/her group health insuance coverage shall be
entitled to convert his/her vacation and/or sick leave accrual balances to cash in
accordance with the formulas set forth herein and authorize the Agency to apply any part
of the payoffto the cost of premiums for his/her health insurance coverage, whether it is
an Agency plan or another plan such as AuôrRP, or that of his/her spouse or Registered
Domestic Pa¡ürer pursuant to Family Code section 297 et seq., subject to any coverage
resüictions. In the event of the death of an employee, any unused portion of his/her cash
payoffshall be applied to his/her designated beneficiary.
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SECTION T6
DONATED LEA\¡E BANK

16.1. A donated leave bank may bc established under the following terms and conditions for an

employee who qualifies to use it and who requests it.

a. Leave to be donated to the bank is limited to vacation leave,

b. The donated leave bank is not continually in existence. When an employee needs and

requests donations, vacation leave may be donated into the bank.

c. The Executive Director shall determine whether an employee qualifies for donated

leave and shall act as a "ba¡rker", supervising the donations and the acceptance of the donated

vacation leave.

d. For an employee to qualifu for the establishment of a leave bank, the employee must
have exhausted or be within 40 hours of exhausting all of the vacation, sick, compensatory time
eamed (CTE), and holiday leave accrued to him/her. The benefrt of the leave bank shall not be

applied until all of the employee's own leave has been exhausted.

e. .fhirty (30) days (240 hours) is the mo<imum number of donated days an employee

may take for one (l) occunence. In extraordinary circumstances, the Board of Directors may
allow an increase of the ttrirty (30) day limit.

f. An employee may donate a ma:rimum of 40 hours of vacation leave in any calendar
year.
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SECTION 17
UNAUTHORIZED ABSENCES

17.1. IÞfinition and consequences. Any employee's unauthorized absence, Í.e., absence from
his/trer duty without leave for frve (5) or more consecutive working days shall constitute an

automatic voluntary resignation by such employee from hiJher employment with the Agency,
effective as of the last date on which the employee worked. Any employee's failue to returi to
Agency senice within five (5) working days of the expiration of hiVher leave of absence, or to
secure from the Agency extension of such leave of absence, shall constitute an automatic
voluntary resignation by such employee from his/trer employment with the Agency, effective as

of the date of expiration of his/her leave of absence.

17.2. Rcinststement. Reinstatement of an employee to his/her employment with the Agency
following his/trer automatic voluntary resignation may be granted by the Boa¡d of Directors
through the Executive Director, upon petition by the employee to him/her for such reinstatement.
If the position vacated by the employee has been filled by a regular employee for a period greater

than three (3) months, or if the petitioning employee fails to provide an explanation satisfactory
to the Board of Directors as to the sufficiency of the causes for hiVher unauthorized absence, or
for his/lrer failure to return to Agency service upon expiration of hilher leave of absence, or to
secure from the Agency extension of hiVher leave of absence, reinstatement shall be denied.

36



SECTION 18
HOME OFFICE ASSIGNMENTS

18.1. Most employees shall be assigned to a home office (Amador, Alpine, Calaveras, or
Tuolumne). In the event that the Executive Director requires any employee to be reassigned to a
different home office on a short-term or long-term basis, the Executive Director shall first
attempt to make the assignment with a qualified volu¡teer. If in the opinion of the Executive
Director, there is no qualiñed volunteer for reassignment to the different home ofüce, the
Executive Director shall have the right to choose a qualifred employee to be reassigned to the
different home offrce. In reassigning any employee, the Executive Director shall take into
consideration the Agency's needs at the employee's assigned home offrce, its needs at the new
home ofñce, the employee's special qualifrcations for the new assignment, and the employee's
æniority and any hardship to the employee in being assigned to the new home office. The
determination of qualifications, the offrces' needs, seniority, and hardship shall be made solely
by the Executive Director and shall not be subject to any gievance so long as said determination
is not arbitrary, capricious, discriminatory, or retaliatory.

18,2. Some employees may not be assigned a home offrce because their duties require them to
routinely serve more than one offìce or work in more than one county. Such floating employees
may be assigned a home offïce by the Executive Director when the employee's duties change
and become localized within one county.

37



SECTION 19
HOURS OF ïVORK

19.1. Employees in the offices of the Agency shall work a five (5) day/eight (8) hour schedule
unless the Executive Director specifically approves a different schedule. The Executive Director
has approved a flex schedule as set forth herein. The determination of any schedule is not
subject to the meet and confer process; it is a management right to be determined solely by the

Executive Director.

t9.2.
Friday.

The Agency's offtces will be open for business 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through

19.3. The workday for part-time and extra-help employees shall be the same as that for full-
time employees for purposes of overtime compensation.

19,4. A lunch period may be 30, 45, or 60 minutes for any given employee, as specified in
advance by the employee's supervisor.

19.5. Employees shall be entitled to take, and shall take, a 15 minute duty-free break in the
moming and a 15 minute duty-free break in the aftemoon, and a duty-free lunch period as set
forth herein. Employees working over eight (8) hours through ten (10) hor¡rs in a day shall take
an additional lS-minute duty-free break. Breaks shall be taken at such times as shall be
determined by the employee's supervisor, in consultation with the employee. No employee shall
perform any duties (including answering the telephones) during a lwrch period or break unless
emergency circumstances require the performance of duties during those periods as directed by
the employee's supewisor. Breaks and lunch periods mtst be surrounded by work periods;
breaks and/or lunch periods may not be combined, and may not be used to shorten a workday.

19.6. Employees required by their supervisor to remain at their workstation for lunch will
receive time and one-half payment for the hour or half-hour that they eat at the workstation.
Employees who choose to eat at their workstation will not receive the overtime payment.
Employees who eat lunch with their crew or co-workers due to the lack of any altemative lunch
site are not eligible for time and one half payment.

19.7. In all situations, every supervisor and employee must adhere to the Fair Labor Standards
Act (FLSA). If an employee believes that his/her supervisor has given to any employee a
direction which is a violation of the FLSA, the affected employee shall inform the Executive
Director as soon as possible.

19.8. The workday for any employee may be modified at the discretion of the Executive
Director in accordance with the provisions herein. Each supervisor is encouraged to consider
requests from employees who may wish to modi$ their working schedules in order to participate
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in job-relaæd Eaining or education on their own time and at their own expense. The course work
must be of such a nature that it would enhance the working skills of the employee's current
position, or would conEibute to skills required for a promotion within the occupational area in
which the employee is employed.

19.9. The workweek for ñrll-time employees shall be five (5) workdays within a calendar

week, for a total of forty (40) hours; provided, however, that the Executive Director shall have

the right to establish in lieu of the five (5) workdays within a calendar week, a for¡r/æn (4/10)

schedule consisting of four (4) ten (10) hor¡r workdays, for a total of fony (40) hours, for ñ¡ll-
time employees.

19.10. Alternative work schedules may be approved by the Executive Director, provided they
conform to state and federal law. Establishment of an alternative work schedule in any office is

not subject to the meet and confer process; it is a management right to be determined solely by
the Executive Director.

l9.l l. When a conference or training is attended for more than one (l) day, the employee shall
revert to a regular non-flex schedule (five (5) days a week, eight (8) hours a day).

Holid¡vs

19.12. All holidays falling u,ithin an alternative work schedule are paid at eight (8) hours.

A. In the event an employee works a 9/80 schedule and when a holiday falls on a flex
day, the working day prior to the holiday becomes the flex day off.

B. In the case of a 4/10 schedule, the employee has the option to convert to eight (8)
hou days during the week of the holiday(s). If this option is not selected, the employee
must charge any hours taken over and above an eight (8) hour holiday with vacation
leave and/or compensatory time.

19.13. Once a schedule has been assigned, there will be no trading or changing of schedules
with other employees without written consent of the Executive Director.

19.14. Management reserves the right to alter an employee's schedule for ouüeach events upon
reasonable notice when these events require that personnel be in attendance even if that schedule
includes work horus on a Sah¡rday, Sunday, or week days after 5:00 p.m. Examples of those
events include, but a¡e not limited to, County Fairs and Health Fairs. Management shall use its
best efforts to staff such events with volunteers.

19.15. An employee assigned by the Agency to perform overtime work beyond the workday,
beyond the workweek, beyond the work period established in lieu of the forty (40) hour
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workweek, or beyond the frfrtr (5th) consecutive workday of a work period established in lieu of
the forty (40) hour workweek, shall be granted compensation at a rate equal to one and one-half
(llzz) times the employee's regular rate of pay for all such overtime work performed,
commencing upon anival at the employee's assigned worksite and ending upon departure from
such worksite. No employee shall be paid overtime in conjunction with other leave (i.¿., sick
leave, vacation, CTE).

19.16. Employees may be allowed to accrue up to a maximum of 80 hours compensatory time
eamed (CTE). Except as set forth below, the employee shall elect to earn CTE or cash
compensation. CTE shall be accrued at the applicable overtime rate. For purposes of overtime
compensation, the work period, workday, and workweek for part-time and exha-help employees
are the sa¡ne as full-time employees. \ilhen work that will qualiS as overtime must be
performed, the Executive Director may direct it to be performed by employees who elect CTE
instead of cash compensation for the overtime.

19.17. Any employee called back to work after completion of his/her regular shift shall receive a
minimum of ¡n'o (2) hours compensation for the time worked.

19.18. No employee may work beyond hiVher workday or work period so as to qualify for
overtimc pay or CTE unless expressly directed to do so by hiVtrer supervisor.
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SECTION 20
TRAYEL

20.1. Any employee required by the Agency to operate hiVtrer vehicle in the performance of
Agency business shall receive an allowance therefore at the rate govemed by the Agency which
may be increased by wrilateral action of the Board of Directors at any time. Employees who are

required to use their private vehicles on Agency business shall be entitled to mileage
¡eimbursement except that an employee who is called to work at hiVher home offrce assignment
shall not be eligible for mileage reimbursement.

20.2. Except as set forth below, if any employee is required by the Agency to travel outside the
county in which his/her home offrce assignment is located during regular meal horus, the Agency
shall reimburse the employee for the cost of such meals in accordance with the following
allowances:

A per diem of $10.00 for breakfast;

A per diem of $l1.00 for lunch; and

A per diem of $21.00 for dinner

20.3. Breakfast may be claimed only when the approved travel commenced the previous day of
a trip of more than 24 hours. Breakfast may be claimed on the last fractional day of a tip of
more than 24 hor¡rs if travel terminates on or afrer 9:00 a.m.

20.4. Lunch may be claimed on the first day if the rip begins at or before 9:00 a.m. and lunch
may be claimed on the last fractional day of a trip of more than24 hours if the travel terminates
at or after 2:00 p.m.

20.5. Dinner may be claimed if the trip ends at or after 7:00 p.m.

20.6. The exception to the foregoing paragraph is when an employee with an Amador,
Calaveras, or Tuolumne home ofüce assignment is directed to travel for the day to another
oounty. The employee will be entitled to mileage but not reimbursement for meals.

20.7. If the Executive Director assigns on a temporary basis to Alpine County an employee
with a home office assignment in the Amador, Calaveras, or Tuolumne offïces only hurch may
be claimed unless the temporary assignment is for more than one workday. If the assignment is
for more than one workday, a reimbu¡sement plan shall be established by the Executive Director
prior to the assignment.

A.

B.

c.
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20.8.1. Advances of per diem may be made upon the employee's timely request.

20.9. When a corrference or training is attended for more than one (l) day, thc cmployee shall
revert to a regular non-flex schedule (ñve (5) days a week, eight (8) hours a day).
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SECTION 2T

HEALTH AND WELFARE BENEFITS/RETIREMENT

21.1. The Agency purchases and administers g¡oup life insurance and health, vision, and dental
care insurance policies for all Agency employees (other than those specified herein).

M¡ior Medicrl Insur¡nce Coveruqe

21,2, The Agency shall enter into a tiered-rate plan for major medical insurance, dental
insurance, and vision inst¡rance as outlined in Appendix A hereto. The Parties agree that The
Agency will contribute 50% of the 2017 increases in health benefits premiums for overall health
benefits coverage per each category of the employees for the 2017 health plan year. This
provision will take effect as of the December 2016 paycheck, since premiums are paid in
advance. The parties agree that this Agency coverage of 50% of benefits increases is not
precedential, shall be in effect only for the 2017 plan year, and is not binding on the Agency for
subsequent plan years. The in lieu amount will remain unchanged. The amounts paid by the
Agency for the 2017 Plan year will be stated in the attachment to the Memorandum of
Understanding that sets forth the dollar amount of health insurance contributions by the Agency
per category.

21.3. After showing proof thereot any employee covered by other major medical, or dental
insurance, or vision insurance plan may elect to take the cash amounts each month in lieu of
major medical, or dental, or vision insurance as offered by the Agency, as outlined in Appendix
A hereto.

21.4. If an employee elects to waive (not be covered by) any one or two of the insurance
benefits set forth herein, but elects to be covered by the other benefit(s), the Agency shall pay the
srime percentage towards the benefits which the employee elects to be covered by the amount
that would be paid if the employee was receiving all of the benefits.

21.5. Every regular ñ¡ll-time or part-time employee, other than those employees who are on
laid off status, suspended for cause, or on unpaid leave, and his/trer dependents, if any, shall
become eligible for employee and dependent health, life, dental, and vision care insuance
coverage provided by the Agency (dependents are not eligible for life insurance) on the first day
of the month following the month in which such employee completes thirty (30) days of regular
full-time or part-time service. Said employees shall be entitled to such inst¡rance coverage
without regard to the number of hours worked by such employees each month. For suðh
employee and dependent health, life, dental, and vision coverage, the Agency shall conhibute
each month for each regular full-time employee and for each regular part-time employee the
amounts set forth in Appendix "A".

21.6. No insurance coverage contribution shall be made for any employee for extra-help or for
standby or overtime service or for any period of work not performed except for any period which
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is a paid leave of absence or as outlined above. Any employee may purchase additional benefits
or upgrade any benefit at the employee's own expense, by authorizing payroll deductions

therefore once a year in a designated open en¡ollment period, if upgrades are available.

21.7. Regular part-time employees shall be eligible to participate in the health program
contingent upon approval of the relevant health progra¡n plan provider. Part-time employees
shall receive an insuance coverage contribution in an amount equal to the proportion of hot¡rs

worked (regular, sick, vacation, holiday).

21.8. Eligible employees shall assume full responsibility for enrolling themselves and their
eligible dependents in the insurance coverage provided herein. A newly eligible full-time or
part-time employee shall h¡ve (30) days to complete the enrollments required for the insurance
coverage and coverage will begin on the lsrday of the month following the 30th day. Thereafter,
changes in the dependent's enrollments for all eligible employees may be made by an employee
only during open enrollment; provided, however, that the Board of Directors may grant any
eligible employee permission to change his/her enrollments following the employee's application
to the Board through the Executive Director, or his/her designee, for such permission.

Deferred Comoensetion Annulty Progr¡m

21.9. Every regular employee may eruoll in a defened compensation annuity program offered
by a carrier through the Agency in accordance with the enrollment provisions established by the
carrier. For contributions to such a program, the employee shall utilize monthly payroll
deductions which shall be authorized in writing by the employee at least thirty (30) days prior to
the first deduction. The Agency may withdraw at any time from participating in any defened
compensation annuity program which has not met its obligations in accordance with reporting
and/or Intemal Revenue Service (IRS) requirements after meeting and confening thereon.

21.10. Effective July l, 2016 Agency will pay $40.00 per month to the deferred compensation
annuity program for each employee participating in said program, provided said employee
conüibutes a minimum of $40.00 per month to said program.

2l.ll The Agency shall provide life insurance, long-term disability (LTD), and accidental death
& dismemberment (AD&D) insurance for eligible employees. The premiums for said programs
shall be paid by the Agency.

PERS Retirement Coveraee
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21.12,1. Employees hired before Jenuery 1,2013. For employees hired before January 1,2013,
tlre Agency has implemented the "2o/o at age 55" Public Employees Retirement System (PERS)
retfupment progfam. All employees who are eligible to participate as set forth in the conûact
between the Agency and PERS, shall participate therein according to said conüact. Exüa-help
employees ar€ not eligible for PERS coverage; provided, however, that the hours worked in any
cale¡rdar year do not exceed 999 houn. Said contact specifies that the accrued sick leave of
participating employees who ¡rti¡e is added to service time for PERS benefits in accordance with
Government Code 20965. The Agency shall continue to participate in the program entitled
"Employer Pick-Up of Member Contributtons" ('EPMC') ímplementing Section 414(h) (2) of the
Internal Revenue Code for member conributions above TVo,txtúl June 30, 2018. Commencing July
1,2013, unployees will pay the employee portion of the PERS contibution up to 7.0%. The
Agency shall pay the PERS administative fee for rctirees if the Agency participates in the PERS
major medical insurance program.

21.12,2. Enployees hircd on or ¡fter Januery l, 2013. For employees hired on or afrer January l,
2013, the Agency has implemented the "2Yo at age 62" Public Employees Retirement System
(PERS) rcti¡ement program required by the terms of AB 340 Q0l2) and under this legislation
EPMC shall not be paid by the Agency. The amount of the employee contribution for employees
hired on or afrer January l, 2013 is set annr¡ally by PERS.

PERS Parti¡l Senice Retirement

21,13. The Agency has implemented a partial service retirement program under the Public
Employees Retirement System (PERS), Section 2l I18. Partial service retirement is available to
all members who have the minimum number of service credits for retirement (five years) and
who have reached the normal retirement age for their PERS benefit coverage t¡pe. The
Executive Director must agrce to the workload reduction which a partial service retirement
would involve before an employee may apply for a partial service retirement, said worKorce
reduction being no less than 20% and no more than 60%. Benefits shall be prorated for
employees in this prognm, pursuant to Section 21.7 of this Agreement.

Emplovee Wellness Proqr¡m

21,14. The Agency agrees to provide up to $150.00 per calendar year retroactive to July l, 2016
cost reimbusement to a regular ñ¡ll-time employee who participates in any physical ñhess
program, mental wellness progra¡n, weight loss program, smoking cessation classes, chiropractic
or massage therapy, approved by the Executive Director, or unless otherwise reimbursed by
medical insurance. Claims for this cost reimbursement must be submitted to the Executive
Director prior to December l0th of each year for reimbursement for that calenda¡ year. The
Employee Wellness Program is a to<able benefit for the employee.

Emplovee Assistance Prosr¡m IEAPI
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21.L5, Employees who experience financial or family difficulties, or have problems with dnrg or
alcohol abuse, are encouraged to seek assistance ttrough the Employee Assistance Program
(EAP) offered by the Agency.

He¡lth Ex¡minations or Tests

21,16 If any health examination or test is required of any employee by the Agency, the Agency
shall provide the required examination or test, cause such examination or test to be provided, or
reimbr¡rse the employee for the ¡easonable cost of such examination or test. The Agency shall
select the persons to provide the required examination or test. If the employee disagrees with the
Agency's selection prior to submitting to the examination or test, the Agency shall be required to
provide to the employee a list of three (3) other providers from which the employee may select
the person who will provide the examination o¡ test; provided, however, that this requirement
shall be waived in the event of a bona fide emergency.

Section 125 of the Intem¡l Revenue Code

21,17, The Agency has implemented Sectìon 125 of the Internal Revenue Code allowing for a
pr€-tar( salary deduction in an amount equal to employeedesignated costs of dependent care,
medical deductibles, co-paymenls, etc., as desired by each employee. Employees are hereby
warned that they forfeit pay which they authorize to be deducted which doesnt equal their
expenditures for a particular benefrt category. No cash will go to any employee as an alternative
to contributions to the Health Fund.
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SECTION 22
CLASSIFICATIONS AND WAGES

Y-R¡te Provision

22.1. fui employee occupying a position which is reclassified to a class with the same or a
higher designated range, shall receive the same salary Eeaunent as any other employee being
tansferred or promoted. An employee occupying a position that is reclassified downwa¡d shall
receive a Y-rate, if the employee is paid more than the maximum salary for the new class. The
Y-rate will freeze the salary of the employee at the present level until the salary for the lower
class is equal to, or greater than, the Y-rate. An employee on a Y-rate will be offered ariy vacant
position in the old (higher) class within their department if they are qualified. They will also be
given priority consideration for vacancies in their old class in other departments. Any refi¡sal of
an offer in the old class will terminate the Y-rate.

Out-of-Çlqþs

22.2. fui employee assigned temporarily to work in a class with a higher designated range
("temporary range") than the range designated for such employee's regularly assigned class
("regular range") shall upon the recommendation of his/her supervisor, and approval by
Executive Director, be paid in accordance with the temporary range during the temporary
assignment. The recommendation from the supervisor shall include a specìfic time frame for the
temporary assignment. The temporary assignment shall not begin until the Executive Director
approves it. Duing that temporary assignment, the employee shall retain whatever step in the
temporary range shall result in a wage increase.

22.3. An employee who believes that a supervisor has required that employee to work
temporarily in a class with a temporary range higher than the employee's regular range, and who
is not receiving the temporary range, may request through the supervisor, that the employee be
paid in accordance with the temporary range. The request shall be made within thirty (30) days
of the assignment. The supervisor shall, within five (5) working days, approve or disapprove the
employee's request and in either case shall inform the employee and the Executive Director of
hiVher decision. Approval of the employee's bcing paid at the temporary range shall be sent to
the Executive Director for action and shall be retroactive to the date upon which the temporary
assignment to a higher classification commenced.

22.4. If the supervisor disapproves the employee's request, the Executive Director shall
investigate the request and the supervisor's decision and decide whether or not the employee's
request is justified. If the employee's request is deemed justified, the Executive Director shall
approve the temporary range. If the Executive Director denies the request, the employee may
file a grievance thereon.
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Promotions

22.5. Any employee receiving a promotion shall receive a wage increase of at least five percent
(5%) within the salary range for the new class and shall receive a new step anniversary date. All
promotions will be implemented by the Merit System rules and regulations. If an employee
qualifies, and has received longevity pay, and is promoted to a higher range, the five percent
(570) increase will be calculated on Sæp E of the range that the qualiffing employee left. If the

çalifying employee is placed at either Step A, B, C, D, or E of the higher range, the qualifying
employee will also receive the appropriate longevity pay in addition to the wage received at the
new range and step.

Demotions

22.6. fui employee who is demoted shall be placed at the highest step within the range for the
new class that provides at least a five percent (5%) reduction unless the employee is subject to
the Y-rate provisions as described herein. The employee shall receive a new step anniversary
date based on the effective date of the demotion. An employee who has not passed an initial
probationary period shall be placed at the enty step ofthe new class and receive a new step
anniversary date.

wlg
22.7. The wage schedule is attachcd hereto as Appendix B and shall take effect as set forth
herein. Effective July l, 2016, General Unit members will receive a 2o/o salary schedule
adjusûnent. Salary Schedule B will be adjusted upward accordingly and an appropriate
reüoactive payment will be made to the Oeneral Unit Members.

Slg@ygncements

22.8. Step advancements for a regular employee shall be procedurally automatic, unless such
step advancement is wittùeld from such employee in accordance with the other provisions
outlined within this Agreement.

22.9. A regular employee hired or promoted at Step A shall be eligible for step advancement
on the first calendar day of the month following the month in which such employee completes
hiVher first twelve (12) months of employment as a regular employee in hiVher rcgularly
assigned class. If such employee completes his/her first twelve (12) months of employment as a
regular employee in his/her regularly assigned class on the first calendar day of the month,
he/she shall be eligible for step advancement on that day.

22.10 Thereafrer, a regular employee hired or promoted at Step A shall be eligible for step
advancement on the anniversary dates of his/her first step advancement rurtil such employee
advances to Step E.

48



22.11. A regular employee hired or promoted at any step higþer tlun Step A shall be eligible for
step advancement on the first calendar day of the month following the month in which such
employee completes his\her first year of employment as a regular employee in his/her regularly
assigned class. If such employee completes his/her first year of employment as a regular
employee in his/lrer regularly assigned class on the first calenda¡ day of the month, he/she shall
be eligible for step advancement on that day.

22,12, Thereafrer, a regular employee hired or promoted at any step higher than Step A shall be
eligible for step advancement on the anniversary dates of hiVher first step advancement until
such employee advances to Step E.

Lonewity lRetention Incentivc P¡vì

22.13. Effective July l, 2015 the parties agree to a change in the longevity step increase
commencement date, so that the longevity step increase will commence on the first day of the
month in which the longevity step is reached by the General Unit member. Employees in
permanent positions having completed frve and one-half (5-ll2) continuous years of Agency
employment or more shall be granted retention incentive pay as follows:

Ye¡n of s¡tisf¡ctory continuous
.Aeensv Senicc S¡larv Incre¡se

5-l/2 Years
l0 Years
15 Yea¡s
20 Years

2-ll2o/o increase
Additional 2-ll2o/o increase totaling 5%
Additional 2-l l2o/o increase totaling 7 -l l2o/o

Additional 2-ll2o/o increase totaling l0%

$ggBgnsion

22.14. A period of suspension shall not be deemed to cause a discontinuance in years of
employment for the purpose of step advancements, but the period of suspension shall not be
counted in the calculation of continuous employment for the purpose of calculating step
advancements.

Equitv Adiustments
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22.15. Equity adjustments are a management right and are subject to the rules and regulations as

outlined in California Adminisbative Code, determined solely by the Califomia Code of
Regulations at Title 2 (Administation), Division 5 (Local Agency Personnel Standards), Article
3 (Compensation), gl7 422-17 426.

Onen Positions

22.16. Open positions within the Agency shall be governed by the rules and policies of the
California Administrative Code, Title 2 (Adminisüation), Division 5 (Local Agency Personnel
Standards). These rules and policies take precedence over the local personnel programs.

Job Sh¡rinq

22.17. At the discretion of the Executive Director, the Agency may make reasonable
accommodation for an employee in a permanent position who desires to share his/her job with
another qualified employee or eligible person. Jobs may be shared on an houly or daily basis
provided that the combined total scheduled hours does not exceed more than eighty-seven (87)
hours per pay period. An employee who works less than forty-three and one-half (43.5) hous
per pay period shall not be eligible to receive any benefits for which the Agency pays an
insurance premium or membership in the retirement system. Should both employees be
scheduled for forty-three and one-half (43.5) hours each pay period, both employees shall
receive fifty percent (50o/o) of the curent health insumnce plan benefit; provided, however that
one (l) employee may elect to waive coverage under the insurance program. Should one job-
sharing employee waive the cafeteria benefit, the other employee shall receive l00o/o of the
cunent cafeteria plan benefit towards their insurance premiums. All other benefits for job
sharing employees shall be provided in the appropriate section on a pro-rated basis based upon a
total eighty-seven (87) hour pay period.

22.18. Each employee shall be notifred in writing by the appointing authority at the time of
appointment and such notification will clearly define the benefits to which each employee is
entitled. Work schedules for job sharers shall be approved in advance by the supervisor with a
minimum one (l) week notice for scheduled changes. In the event that one (l) employee
terminates, cancels participation, or is on leave of absence, the remaining employee shall assume
the position on a full-time basis until a replacement is available.
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SECTION 23
NON-DISCRIMINATION

23.1. The provisions of this agreement shall be applied, subject to State and/or Federal law,
without discrimination because of mental, physical, or sensory handicaps, age, sex, sexual
orientation, ma¡ital status, race, color, national origin, creed, religion, political afhliation, union
activity, or membership or non-membership in any employee organization.

23.2. The Agency and Union shall share jointly in the responsibilþ for application of the
above Section.

23.3, Harassment may be summarized as follows: Ha¡assment consists of any unwelcome
verbal or physical conduct directed toward an employee or member of the public doing business
with the Agency or an employee's participation in creating a hostile work environment. It is
described in full in the Agency's policies and procedr¡res manual which is available to all
employees of the Agency. The Agency's policy will also be made available when changes occur
in State or Federal law. Harassment is cause for disciplinary action as set forth herein.

5l



SECTION 24
TERM, LTNESSES, At\D SIGNATORS

24.1. This Agreement is effective July 1,201ó, and shall terminate on September 30,2017,
provided that the Agency and the Agency's employees shall continue to be governed its terms
ar¡d conditions after September 30,2017,until a successor to this Agreement is in effect,

24.1,1. The parties agree that the Parties may reopen the Discipline A¡licle of the MOU in the
event that the State adopts revisions of the laws and regulations related to the Discipline Article.

24.1.2. The parties agree that Appendix A (Health Insur¡nce Coverage 20171and Appcndix B
(Generel Unit Selery Schedule Effective Juþ l, 20161shall be open for negotiations on July l,
2017 fo¡the20l7-2018 fiscal year.

24.2. At least thirty (30) days prior to the expiration of this Agreement, the Union shall notifr
the Executive Director, in writing, of the names of the representrative designated by the Union to
negotiate with the Agency. The Union shall notiff the Agency, in writing, of the name of the
newly designated representative not less than one (l) week prior to the time such representative
is to commence meeting and negotiating with the Agency.

24.3. ln witness whereof, this Agreement was ratified by a membership vote of the Union on
August 5,2016.

24.4. In witness whereof, this Agreement was ratified by a vote of the Boa¡d of Directors on
August 22,2016.

CENTRAL SIERR.A SUPPORT AGENCY

Chair, Board

EMPLOYEES INTERNAÎIONAL TJNION

7
Representative, SEIU Local No. I I

OE Local3
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Approved pursuant to union policy:

SERVICE EMPLOYEES

/..
Field Director, No. l02l

Director,

UNION LOCAL No. 1021

No. l02l

53



APPENDIX "A'
HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE .2017

GENERAL UNIT

The Agency shall provide a tiered-rate plan for maJor medical insurence, dental insurance, and yision insurance coyerege and premiums
shall be paid one month in adnance. For calendar yean 2î17,the coverage, Agency conüibutions and out of-pocket employee èoa¡3 shall
be as set ûorth below. The out ofAocket employee expense may differ from the cha¡t below, dependent upon the individual insurance
selected.

Employee lllonthly
Out-of Pocket

$12.Æ

$24.E0

$24.80

s132.14

Agency
Gontribution

$876.¡00 ( s.6or l

j1,744.82 I ss¡o* )

81.753.22 t ss.6û I

3¿211.38 I e43sr I

2017 Health Premiums

P¡emium Totals

$88E.80

$'t,769.62

$1.778.02

$e3¡fi1.52

VSP Vision

$18.32

$26.56

926.56

$47.63

Delta Dental

$50.r0

sl02.30
$110.70

$162.90

GaIPERS tedical
$820.38

sí.640.76

$1.6¡10.76

s2.132.99

Tier

I - Employee Only

2 -Gouples

3 - Empbyee with GhlE(ren)

4 - Famlly

For Employees nrho provide proof of other insurance for any of the
coyerege types, the following ln{ieu paymenE shall be allowed.

2017ln{ieu
PaYments

$250.00/month

$3l.25lmonth

$l8.75tmonth

Coverage

Type

Medical

Dental

Msion

S:ltlaragír€rü8€ndtslH€dr Bø|dH2Or?ìGEI{IAPPENOIX A - FilAL¡ds



APPENDIX "B" - GENERAL UNIT SALARY SCHEDULE - July 01, 2016 - lncludes Longevity

Salary Range

$21.19

$1,843.53

$3,687.06

s23.36

s2.o32.32

$4,064.64

s25.76

92.241.12

94,482.24

$21.65

$1,883.55

$3,767.10

$23.87

$2.076.69

$4,153.38

$24.65

$2.144.55

$4,289.10

ç27.18

$2.364.66

94.729.32

$29.96

$2.606.52

$5,213.04

s20.67

$1.798.29

$3.596.58

922.79

$1.982.73

$3,965.46

$25.13

s2.186.31

94,372.62

$21.13

$1,838.31

$3,676.62

$23.29

s2.026.23

$4,052.46

$24.05

$2,092.35

$4.184.70

fi26.52

ç2,307.24

$4,614.48

s29.23

$2,543.01

$5,086.02

$20.16

$1.753.92

$3.507.84

$22.23

s1.934.01

$3,868.02

924.52

s2.133.24

$4,266.48

$20.61

$1.793.07

$3.586.14

$22.72

$1.976.64

$3,953.28

$23.46

92,041.O2

$4,082.04

$25.87

$2,250.69

$4,501.38

928.52

82,481.24

$4.962.48

$19.67

$1.7',11-29

$3,422.58

s21.69

$1.887.03

$3,774.06

$23.92

$2.081.04

$4,162.08

$20.11

$1.749.s7

$3,499.14

ç22.'t6

$1.927.92

$3,85s.84

$22.89

$'1.991.43

$3,982.86

ï25.24

$2.195.88

$4,s91.76

î27.82

s2.420.34

$4,840-68

$19.19

$1,669.53

$3,339.06

$21.16

$1.840.92

$3,681.84

s23.34

$2,0s0.58

$4,061.16

$19.62

$1,706.94

$3,413.88

$21.62

$l,880.94

$3,761.88

$22.33

$1.942.71

$3,885.42

$24.63

$2.142.81

$4,285.62

s27.14

$2.361.18

ç4,722.36

$18.28

$1,590.36

$3,180.72

$20.15

s't.753.05

$3,506.10

$22.23

$1.934.01

$3,868.02

$18.68

$1.625.16

$3,250.32

$20.59

$1,791.33

$3,582.66

ç21.27

$1.850.49

$3,700.98

$23.45

$2.040.15

$4,080.30

$25.85

s2.2Æ.95

$4,497.90

ç17.41

$1.514.67

$3,029.34

$19.20

$1.670.40

$3,340.80

$21.'t7

$1,841.79

$3,683.58

s17.79

s1.547.73

$3.095.46

$19.61

$1,706.07

ç3,412.14

$20.26

s1.762ß2

$3,525.24

$22.33

s1.942.71

$3,885.42

$24.62

$2.'t41.94

$4,283.88

$16.58

$'1.442.Æ

$2,884.92

$18.28

$1.590.36

$3,180.72

$20.16

$1,753.92

$3,507.84

$16.95

$1,474.65

$2,949.30

$18.68

$1,625.16

$3,250.32

$19.29

$1.678.23

$3,356.46

$21.27

$1.850.49

$3,700.98

$23.45

$2.040.15

$4,080.30

$15.79

$1,373.73

ï2,747.46

s17.41

$1,514.67

$3.029.34

$19.20

$1,670.40

$3.340.80

$16.14

$1,404.18

$2,808.36

$17.79

s1.547.73

$3,095.46

$18.37

$1.598.19

$3,196.38

$20.26

$1.762.62

ç3,525.24

s22.33

s1.u2.71

$3,885.42

1

2

3

5

6

10

11

12

ACCount (;leñ( I

(r) Houdt

SomlJulonthl¡

Monthh

Account cled( ll
(2) Hourly

Seml-tonthly

Monthb
Account Clerk ll¡

(3) Hourly

Seml{lonthly

Monthb

GS Asslstant I

(2n Hourly

Seml-lllonthly

Montt¡ly

CS Assistant ll

(2E) Hourly

Sem¡-llonthly

lrlonthly

CS Specialist I

(r0) Hourly

Seml{lonthly

llonthly
CS Speciallst ll

(rr) Hourly

Sem¡-monthly

fSonthly

cs spsc¡a¡¡st lll

l12l Houdy

Seml-llonthll

tontftb

IMPORTANT NOTE: Longevity is calculated based on Step E. lndividual calculat¡ons will be done for those who have not reached Step E but have attained longevity.
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APPENDIX "B" - GENERAL UNIT SALARY SCHEDULE - Effective July 01, 2016 - Includes Longevity

s22.43

$1.951.41

$3,902.82

s24.73

$2.151.51

$4,303.02

$27.2',1

s2367.27

$4,734.54

$19.00

$1.653.00

$3,306.00

$20.94

$1,821.78

$3,il3.56

$23.09

s2.008.83

$4,017.66

$21.8S

$1.904.43

$3,808.86

$24.12

S2.098.¿14

$4,196.88

$26.55

$2,309.85

$4.619.70

$r8.53

s1 .61 2.1 1

s3,224.22

$20.43

$1,7Tt.41

$3.554.82

s22.53

$1.960.11

s3,920.22

$21.35

$1.857.45

$3,714.90

$23.54

$2.047.98

$4,095.96

$25.90

$2,253.30

t4,506.60

$18.08

$1,572.96

$3,145.92

$19.93

$1,733.91

$3,467.82

$21.98

$1.912.26

$3.824.52

$20.83

s1.8't2.21

93,624.42

$22.96

$1.997.52

$3,995.04

s25.27

$2,198.49

$4.396.98

$17.64

$1,534.68

$3,069.36

$19.45

$1.692.15

$3,384.30

$21.44

$1,865.28

$3.730.s6

820.32

$1.767.84

$3.535.68

s22.40

$1.948.80

$3,897.60

$24.65

$z,',t44.55

$4.289.10

$17.21

$1.497.27

$2,994.54

$18.97

$1.650.39

$3.300.78

$20.92

$1,820.04

$3,ilo.08

$19.36

$1,684.32

$3.368.64

$21.U

$1.856.58

$3,713.16

$23.48

s2,042.76

$4,085.52

$16.39

$1,425.93

$2,85r.86

$18.07

s1.572.09

$3,144.18

$19.92

$1,733.04

$3,466.08

$18.43

$1,603.41

$3.206.82

$20.32

$1.767.84

$3,535_68

$22.36

$1.945.32

$3,890.64

s15.61

$1.358.07

$2,716.'t4

$17.21

$1.497.27

$2,994.54

$18.97

$1,650.39

$3,300.78

$17.56

$1,527.72

$3,055.¿t4

$19.35

$1,683.45

$3.366.90

s21.29

s1.852.23

$3,704.46

$14.87

s1.293.69

$2,587.38

$16.39

$1,425.93

$2,851.86

$18.07

$1.572_09

$3,144.18

s't6.72

$1.454.ô4

$2,909.28

$18.43

$1,603.41

$3,206.82

$20.28

s1.764.36

$3,528.72

$14.16

$1.231.92

$2,463.84

$15.61

$1.358.07

s2,716.14

$17.21

$1.497.27

$2,994.54

9

16

15

22

23

24

tegal Clett I

(26) Hourly

SemHonthb

tonthh

IMPoRTANT NoTE: Longevity is calculated based on Step E. lndlvidual calculations will be done for those who have not ¡eached Step E but have attained longevity.
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